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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the filing of 4/6/2009. Claims 1 , 3-25, 27-49 and 51 -65 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,6-8,10-12,14-19,21, 23-25, 31 -32, 34-36, 38-43, 45, 47-49 and 54- 
56, 58-63, 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hilbert 
(2003/0088570) in view of Enin (Batch Launcher 1 .0 Feb 10, 2003 release.) 

Claim 1, 25, 48, 49: Hilbert discloses a user interface for enhancing a computing 
session by providing seamless continuity when a user logs onto the computing system, 
the user interface comprising: 

a. a logon page which is displayed to the user prior to logging onto the computing 
system, the logon page including a user-identifiable indicator ("Tom", Fig. 3) 
corresponding to the user, wherein the user-identifiable indicator is associated 
with a selectable logon control on the logon page (Fig. 3, par 74); and 

b. a user interface start page (Fig. 5: 500) displayed in response to user selection of 
the selectable logon control via the logon page, (Fig. 3-4-5) 
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c. the user interface start page displayed to the user after a first transition (Fig. 3-4- 
5) from the logon page but prior to a second transition to a desktop page (Fig. 5- 
9), 

d. wherein the user interface start page (Fig. 5: 500) and the desktop page (Fig. 9) 
each include the user-identifiable indicator corresponding to the user (Fig. 5: 520, 
Fig. 9, "Tom"), 

e. wherein the user-identifiable indicator is displayed uninterrupted throughout the 
first transition (Fig. 3-4-5) and throughout the second transition (Fig. 5-9) , and 

f. wherein the user interface start page further includes user selectable controls 
(Fig. 5: 540, information categories; par. 77) from one or more regions (par. 77: 
"additional screen and pages", e.g. Fig. 9) of the desktop page (Fig. 9; par. 77- 
79) which is displayed after the second transition, 

g. each of the user selectable controls configured to initiate a display of information 
associated with the user when selected (par. 77-79); and 

However, Hilbert does not explicitly disclose: 

h. wherein the user interface start page further comprises a start control that is 
user-selectable to initiate that multiple application programs start together at 
approximately a same time after the transition to the desktop and after a single 
user input. 

Enin discloses a Batch Launcher application for use on an operating system, including a 
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i. a start control that is user-selectable to initiate that multiple application programs 
start together at approximately a same time after the transition to the desktop 
and after a single user input (pg. 1-2.) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include controls for multiple application initiation as 
taught by Enin within the confines of Hilbert . One would have been motivated to include 
the teaching of Enin in Hilbert as Enin is an application for Windows NT (par. 87) so as 
to compliment the launching of directories of recent documents of Hilbert. 

Claim 10, 34, 58: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user interface start page further comprises a settings 
change control configured for user-selection to change display settings of the user 
interface start page (par. 57, 71 ) 

Claim 14: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert further 
discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start page include a 
list of resources that each correspond to at least one of (i) a resource recently accessed 
by the user and (ii) a resource designated for user-selection from the user interface start 
page (Fig. 5.) 

Claim 60: Hilbert and Enin disclose a one or more computer readable medium as 
recited in claim 49. Hilbert further discloses further comprising computer executable 
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instructions that, when executed, direct the computing device to display the user- 
selectable controls to include a list of resources that are each associated with the user 
(Fig. 5.) 

Claim 15, 38: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start page 
include a list of resources that each correspond to a resource recently accessed by the 
user (par. 71), and wherein a resource is initiated for display when the corresponding 
user-selectable control is selected and after the transition to the desktop page (par. 77.) 

Claim 16, 39: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start page 
include a list of resources that each correspond to a resource designated for user- 
selection from the user interface start page, and wherein a resource is initiated for 
display when the corresponding user-selectable control is selected and after the 
transition to the desktop page (par, 71 , 77.) 

Claim 17, 40, 41, 61: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1. 
Hilbert further discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start 
page include a list of documents that each correspond to at least one of (i) a document 
recently accessed by the user and (ii) a document designated for user-selection from 
the user interface start page (par. 71 . 77.) 
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Claim 18, 42, 43, 62: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . 
Hilbert further discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start 
page include a list of directory locations that each correspond to at least one of (i) a 
directory location recently selected for use by the user and (ii) a directory location 
designated for user-selection from the user interface start page (par. 79.) 

Claim 19, 63: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start page 
include a list of application programs that each correspond to at least one of (i) an 
application program recently selected for use by the user and (ii) an application program 
designated for user-selection from the user interface start page (par. 51 , par. 70, Fig. 1 : 
102.) 

Claim 21, 45: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user-selectable controls of the user interface start page 
include a list of application programs that each correspond to an application program 
designated for user-selection from the user interface start page, and wherein an 
application program is initiated when the corresponding user-selectable control is 
selected and after the transition to the desktop page (par. 51 , 77.) 

Claim 6, 30, 54: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user interface start page further comprises a time-based 
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display of information corresponding to an environment associated with the user (par. 
51.) 



Claim 7, 31, 55: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user interface start page further comprises a date-based 
display of information corresponding to an environment associated with the user (par. 
51.) 



Claim 8, 32, 56: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user interface start page further comprises a date-based 
user-selectable control corresponding to an application program associated with the 
user (par. 51.) 



Claim 23, 47, 65 Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user selectable controls of the user interface start page 
include a list of e-mail notifications that each correspond to an e-mail received after a 
previous computing session was discontinued (Fig. 18: S81 10.) 



Claim 24: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert further 
discloses wherein the user selectable controls of the user interface start page include a 
list of e-mail notifications that each correspond to an e-mail received after a previous 
computing session was discontinued, and wherein an e-mail is configured to be 
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displayed when the corresponding e-mail notification is selected and after the transition 
to the desktop page (Fig. 18-19, par. 87.) 

Claim 11, 35, 59: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user interface start page further comprises a desktop 
selection control configured for user-selection to select from one or more desktop pages 
each corresponding to the user and each having a unique display configuration (Fig. 9- 
12.) 

Claim 12, 36: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . Hilbert 
further discloses wherein the user interface start page further comprises a desktop 
selection control configured for user-selection to select from one or more desktop pages 
each corresponding to the user and each having a unique display configuration of any 
of the one or more regions of the desktop page (Fig. 9-12.) 

3. Claim 3-5, 27-30, and 51-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hilbert in view of Enin and in further view of Lanqer , ("Visual 
Quickstart Guide Mac OS X 10.1", Maria Langer, 2002.) 

Claim 3, 27, 51 : Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the user interface start page further comprises a start control configured to initiate that a 
group of application programs start together at approximately a same time after the 
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transition to the desktop page. However Hilbert and Enin do not explicitly disclose that 
the group of application programs includes application programs executing when a 
previous computing session was discontinued. Lanqer discloses an operating system 
comprising a means to start back up a group of applications from before the computer 
was put to sleep ( Lanqer , page 58.) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a group of 
applications executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, as taught 
by Lanqer , in a user interface of Hilbert and Enin . One would have been motivated to 
include previous session applications in order to allow continuation of potentially 
interrupted task from the previous session. 

Claim 4, 28, 52: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the user interface start page further comprises a start control configured to initiate that a 
group of application programs start together at approximately a same time after the 
transition to the desktop page. However Hilbert and Enin do not explicitly disclose that 
the group of application programs including application programs often selected for use 
by the user. Lanqer discloses an operating system comprising a means to initiate 
applications often selected for use by the user ( Lanqer , page 104.) Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include a group of applications often selected for use by the user, as taught by 
Lanqer , in a user interface of Hilbert and Enin . One would have been motivated to 
include often selected for use by the user applications in order to provide a quick launch 
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of programs that will be most likely needed by the user and in such a fashion meet the 
anticipation of the user. 

Claim 5, 29, 53: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the user interface start page further comprises a start control configured to initiate that a 
group of application programs start together at approximately a same time after the 
transition to the desktop page. However Hilbert and Enin do not explicitly disclose that 
the group of application programs including application programs recently selected for 
use by the user. Lanqer discloses an operating system comprising a means to initiate 
applications recently selected for use by the user ( Lanqer , page 106.) Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include a group of applications recently selected for use by the user, as 
taught by Langer , in a user interface of Hilbert and Enin . One would have been 
motivated to include recently used by the user applications in order to provide a quick 
launch of programs that will be most likely needed by the user and in such a fashion 
meet the anticipation of the user. 

4. Claim 9, 20, 33, 44 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hilbert in view of Enin and in further view of Rath bone . 

Claim 9, 33, 57: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . 
However, Hilbert and Enin do not explicitly disclose wherein the user interface start 
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page further comprising a logoff control configured for user-selection to logoff the 
computing system and initiate a transition to a logon page that includes one or more 
selectable logon controls that each correspond to a different user of the computing 
system. 

Rathbone discloses Windows XP Operating System wherein the user interface 
start page including a logoff control configured for user-selection to logoff the computing 
system and initiate a transition to a logon page that includes one or more selectable 
logon controls that each correspond to a different user of the computing system (logoff 
control: Fig. 4-3; transition to Welcome screen: page 73; Fig. 4-1 .) Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teaching of Rathbone with the disclosure of Hilbert and Enin . One 
would have been motivated to combine the teaching of Rathbone with the disclosure of 
Hilbert and Enin as it would have been a mere design choice to include an already 
existing logoff control disclosed in Hilbert and Enin (Fig. 6) alternatively on the start 
page. 

Claim 20, 44: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . However, 
Hilbert and Enin do not explicitly disclose wherein the user-selectable controls of the 
user interface start page include a list of application programs that each correspond to 
an application program recently selected for use by the user, and wherein an application 
program is initiated when the corresponding user-selectable control is selected and after 
the transition to the desktop page. 
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Rathbone discloses a similar user interface of a start page wherein the user- 
selectable controls of the user interface start page include a list of application programs 
that each correspond to an application program recently selected for use by the user, 
and wherein an application program is initiated when the corresponding user-selectable 
control is selected and after the transition to the desktop page (Page 167: applications, 
recently accessed, can be loaded (initiated for display) by clicking on it: page 166.) 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to include a list of recent application programs on the start page in 
the combination of Hilbert and Enin . One would have been motivated to include a list of 
recently used application programs to the combination of Hilbert and Enin so as to 
compliment the list of recent documents and other automatically created user interface 
preferences as suggested in Hilbert . 

5. Claims 13 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hilbert in view of Enin , and in further view of Ricart , (The Complete Idiot's Guide® 
to Linux, Second Edition.) 

Claim 13, 37: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . However 
Hilbert and Enin do not explicitly disclose wherein the user interface start page further 
comprises a desktop selection control configured for user-selection to select from one or 
more desktop pages that include at least one of a work environment desktop, a home 
environment desktop, a weekend activities desktop, and a weekday activities desktop. 
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Ricart , discloses a similar user interface start page including a desktop selection control 
("virtual desktop buttons," page 67) configured for user-selection to select from one or 
more desktop pages ("virtual desktops," page 67) pages that can be named anything 
the user wants (page 71 ,) including naming them as "work," "home," "weekend," or 
"weekday". The Examiner considers it immaterial as to how the desktop pages ("virtual 
desktops") are named, and that it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have a "work," "home," "weekend," or 
"weekday" titled desktop page by default, instead of "one," "two," "three," or "four." 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include the desktop page selection control from Ricart to 
Hilbert and Enin . One would have been motivated to include a desktop page selection 
control, as per Ricart disclosure, as part of the user interface start page so as to 
"perform different tasks that require you to run various groups of applications at the 
same time" (page 66, Ricart ) while at the same time allowing for intuitively named 
desktop pages to appropriately correspond to the various groups of applications. 

6. Claims 22, 46 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hilbert in view of Enin , and in further view of Grebler . ("Lindows Fast & Easy".) 

Claim 22, 46, 64: Hilbert and Enin disclose a user interface as recited in claim 1 . 
However, Hilbert and Enin does not explicitly disclose wherein the user-selectable 
controls of the user interface start page include a list of on-line users that each 
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correspond to a particular user selected for display notification when the particular user 
is on-line. Grebler discloses an open source operating system including a free Instant 
Messenger software with user-selectable controls that include a list of on-line users 
("buddies") that each correspond to a particular user selected for display notification 
when the particular user is on-line (page 1 , "Only buddies that are online will show up in 
the Buddy List.) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include the desktop page selection control 
from Grebler to Hilbert and Enin . One would have been motivated to include the online 
user notification list so as to incorporate this frequently used and immediately sought 
after information all in one readily available place. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/6/2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Argument 1 : Applicant argues that the Enin is a teaching from a web page 
hosted by Simtel.net which describes a batch launcher application having a release 
date of Feb 10, 2003, and as such what appears in the web page hosted by Simtel.net 
does not appear until Feb 28, 2007, which is more than 3 years after the filing of the 
instant application, therefore any teaching about Batch Launcher 1 .0 found within the 
web page is immaterial to the application as it does not constitute prior art. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. The rejection is based and relies on the 
batch launcher application as released on Feb 10, 2003. The later dated extrinsic 
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evidence is of the same central features that were available to the public through the 
Feb 10, 2003 release of the batch launcher application. 

Argument 2: Applicant argues that Hilbert teaches that his interface is on 
different computing system than what is being claimed. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. The cited "multi-user document devices" in 
Hilbert are within the definition of a "computing system" that is claimed. Regardless, the 
claimed invention is towards an interface, and as such it is patently immaterial and 
without a functional substance what type of a computing system the invention is 
practiced on, as all cited "multi-user document devices" are more than capable to 
operate the claimed features of the invention as illustrated by Hilbert . 

Argument 3: Applicant argues that Hilbert does not teach "a selectable logon 
control on the logon page." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Hilbert discloses that identification 
(selection) may be through a key entry associated with the user, such as a login and/or 
a password (par. 74.) 

Argument 4: Applicant argues that Hilbert does not show "wherein the user- 
identifiable indicator is displayed uninterrupted throughout the first transition and 
throughout the second transition." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Hilbert discloses (par. 78-79) that Fig. 6-12 
are exemplary representations of personal resources associated with the personal 
portal (start page, 500) that may be accessed (transitioned to.) Hilbert discloses in 
Figure 9 the user-identifiable indicator, it is immaterial whether one of the possible (such 
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as Fig. 6) personal resources to which the user can access does not contain the 
indicator, as it is sufficient, in order to read on the claims, that another possibility (such 
as in Fig. 9) shows the indicator. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 

AB 

6/30/2009 



